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DISTRICT 	 
, AREA 	 squar 

CAiEGClV 	S1nis Feature 	''Compli 
	Place 

OWNER:HIP 	PuPlic 	fr- Ap  

KNOWN PRESSURES ON SITE 

DESTRUCTION 	No Known Future Danger - v/Hnssible Fut
ure Danger 	Future Danger Certain 

	

Present DLner 	 Presliy Being Destroyed — 

STATUS 	Occupied 	Unoccupied 	CONDITION 	Excellent 1.400c: 	Fair 	Deterio
rated 

INTEGRITY 	Unaltered, Orig Loc 	Unaltered, Moved  1A
ltered, Orig Loc 	Altered, Moved 

ACCESSIBILITY i. ,'nrestricted 	Restricted 	Inaccessible 

LEGENDARY MATE:ZIALS KNOWN 	Yes v// NO 	WRITTEN HISTORICAL MATERIALS  V'Yes 	No 

SUSCEPTIBILITY TO INTERPRETATION 	Good 	Moderate 
	Poor 

IMPORTANCE AS EXAMPLE OF TYPE SITE 	Good 	Moderat
e 	Poor 

RESEARCH POTFNTIAL 	Good 	Moderate 	Poor 

LOCAL ATTI7UDF3 PLOW SITE 	Valic,ble 	Moderat
e Value 	Low Value  , 	Ambivalent 

Unknown 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SITE (Columns 21-80) 

STAFF EVALUATION  , 	'in,h1 Value 	1'7-Valuable 	R
esrve 	Marginal 

SUGGESTFO THEME(S) 	 AirECTURE.  

DATE SEr;l:ITTED TO REV1 11  BOARD 

RLVlEWER'S RECORD AND EVALUATION 

NAME 	 Date Reviewed 

CATEGORY 	High Value 	Valuable 	Reserve 	
Marginal 

SIGNIFICANCE 	 Notional 	State 	Local 	
. 

RECOMENDED DISROSIFION 	Nominate National Register 	
State Register 	Staff Files 

RLisuMMENDED THLMRS: 
REVIEWER'S CONVENTS: 
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CARD NO 	 DA-il .  .FRIOD 
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DATE REVIEWED 17  A) "'Pt. 	RECCEDER 	 
. 	OFFICIAL CATEGORY 	High Value o 	VIuabIe 

OFFICIAL SIGNIFICANCE 	 

OFrICIAL THEMES  Cel'0141  

OEFICIAL DISPOSITION 	Nati ial 	gi 

PFVIEW BOARD COWMEN IS:  
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- Nu!,ierve 
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Marginal 

State Register 	' Staff Files 
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T E-LONGITUDE COORDINATES: 

I 	7 
P.AR1r'r:r4T OF LD AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

HAWAII 	 OF HISTORIC PLACES 

HISTORICAL 'ICS INFORMATION AND REV10,1  FORM 

HAWAII REGISTER OF HISTORIUL 	iDENTIFICATION NUMRTR: 

OF THE SITE:  

80 	1.4 
	

990'; 

quadsit'. number 

Merchant Street Historical District 

STREET ADDRESS (IF POSFTELC): 
individual addrec 	r buildings nre shownon the attached map of the area. 

DISTRICT: 
Honolulu 

ITY OF SITE: 

UTLIiNC 	 
PUB,. C 

.IDSTRIAL-CUYERCIAL 
RTII , JOUS-flDMATI.ONAL 

fi 

Wt".3TORIM SITE 
4 : STJCTURE) 	 

oRicAL DISTRICT 

  

-:,-7CE OF I'VE BUILDTNC: LOCAT 	'AAP 

 

see attached map. 
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774.IMITEICT  y  

X PRIVATE 
PFE,EENT EIWNERSIP: 

2UBLIC: FEDER. 

CITY—COUNTY 

Multiple ow -  ership 

• 	 • . 

OWNID 
	

ATTITUDE: 
.TSTRACTED RE.,:EACH A1LOWED 
:STRLfU (tESEA.1;',(1.T:, ALLOWED 	 

NO ErF,Y.,..'H.r- CB1 AT_Lo ,4Fn 

PRESENT 
.0.CULTURL. 	COMER.CIAL,  y , EDUCATIONAL 	_ 
CTIERNINT 	INDUS-TRT.tI 	MILITARY 	 "TSEUM 
RESIDEOt 	-RELIGIOUS 	 SCIENTLvI 	TRANSPORTAT1 

PMENT ACE%S3IBILI 
R.ES'IRKTEO  x 	UNRESMIOTED 	 

PRYSU:4T CONDITION OF THE BUILDIW (SITE): 

.1tCCH 	LE 'ID 	F1.1.0,'LIC 

EXCELLENT  x 	GOOD x 	F R x 	DETERIORATED  

ECRITY OF IdE 
TRED , 	, NkLIERE.5 

THE ITE AS IT 	 (TID.T1 f''.(A IF POSSIBLE) : 
atachc 	 StrE7,, 	otatc!.1-...ca 

indivie. 	1.1 

KamehanIcha V Post Office,'73. -Iscus3c!d previously and placed in Category A--valurtb 
to be recommended 	 al • 	ter. 

■■■■■■■ • •••■•••■..M.t% 

1 
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PRESENT INTOkATION ON THE SITE 



.:,ESENTATTON TN .•'Y'TSTING SU7777... 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC AND OTHER SOURCE INFORNATION 

:, A.:5OR LITERARY ::0“-;..CTS: 

fl'•ciept St 
69, pp. 18 

Ci 	Greer in Haw al 	 Honolulu, 

- L2 Dc'IL JLi 

TITLE CF  
DATE OF F:UR'-JYYt 
•ECORD3 LOC4TE:15 

most 	tie buildings appear in the urvey done - by the 
Historic BuildinE Task Force nd 	mltioned in tF r  

0 
Records tir ,::1 at 	Archivas of 'Hawaii 

LOCATION OF LFCAL DESCRJP 
f3. ers.a.0 of Convylmces 
Tax CLLI  

T'y 	f!' 7;C",MMTNT.,T3On': ON THE POSSIBLE EHTURE Li C C2 THE SM1': 

A 	fes.en 	 :!ppe2 	 sable InteresL ia hh rcsr- , tion of the 

bungs 	 Thos already restord app• to be 
succe -Zul 	 othr 	7ers 	 4erchant 

AT. 	1, has been thc lader 	 T - toration. 
His cSf:i 	r. . 	 edin 	- 1_(-Honama Specie Bank. He welcomes visitors and 
questiona 

. SURVEY COMPLETED 
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1.1. 	 paint 
.7‘ s 	 The 17; T:.:i2A 

a 	c 
chs.:racte;.: or 

AR001 53076 



Friend ?dunding 
926 Benal Streat 
George Lucas, 'Blinder, 887 

The 	story brick stIuetuewJ o.i.g:i-.Lly built to house The riend 

of Temp  7a -nce 	Scame-a, Eawaii's first periodical start:A'n 1843. 

Th5s simple structur 	representative of small c3c:neriJ1 buildings 

of the time. 	 11 proportioned and displays examples of the excel- 

lent brick .,7tma .nship being built in Honolulu in the late 1800's. The 

Bethel 
	 m.7:cs enhanced by arched window op 	on the second 

floor, corbeled cornice and a simulated gable pal- apet. 

The lower floor has been "modernized" and much of the original character 

has been lost. A metal canopy now hangs cr,: ,:r the first floor. 

Today, the building is covered with d--; stucco and paint burying beneath 

it the original character. 

The building is currently in good condition and receiving standard main-

tenrc 	It is now housing business offices. 
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'Hawaiian Gazette Building 
76-84 Merchant Street 
George-: Lucas, Builder, 18E1 

The two story brick building was originally constructed to accommodate 

the Robert C ,-ive'nd Co. printin8 concern on the second floor with the lower 

level being let to 

Since its construction in 1881, the building has housed many businesses 

and seen many al c -;:ations. 	Still visible under layers of paint and nlaster 

is the building name on the parapet. Arched lintels are visible over each 

window on the second floor along with bolts on either side indicacing so 1 

shutters once enhanced the facade. A sidewalk canopy provides shade over the 

"modernized" street level: which sports aluminum doors and 

The simple strucLure has tasteful ornamentation above the second floor 

1,?Indows and along the parapet. It is a well proportioned structur iving 

an excellent example -of the use of brick in commercial buildings during the 

late 1800's. 

Although altered at various times, the building appears to be in good 

condition and appears to be receiving standard maintenance. With thoughtful 

remoldio and 	of paint and textures, the 	 could easily be trans- 

formed to its original appearance. 
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Water House Building 

The Wate House Building, sandwiched h , 	th 

House and 	.n1,«.raama. Spec 	is a two sc ,y brick rtructi)i:e ()Her- 

ing only a small ,eet. The simple clean lines and 

Unpretenl.icus cnaractel.  contri' Les to the overall scale and texture of 

Merchant Street. 

Peelirg stucco has exposed brick structure giving the building a 

weathered 	A appearance. 

The building is in good condition ancl 	ceivirg standard maintenance. 
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Yokohama 	Bank 
36 Merchant Street 
H. L. Kerr, Architect, 1909 

This elegant two story structure provides a major contribution to 

thc.cter of Merchant Street. It was constructed of concrete and 

faced witl 	.ick and granit. The eclectic style is accented by t1i- e1ab- 

orate a 	2'.71try at 	 tE the building supported on e 

by Ionic columns. Two story pilasters with carved capitals support an 

ornate frieze with portals decorated by classic 'wreath and floral carvings, 

above which an ornate cornice is 	with a continuous balustrade*. 

The interior is as ri.cl — 	Iished as the exterior, displaying a 

marbled wainscoat, coffd cel ing and clsc.ic metal balustrade with 

oriental motif. Much Of this detail had been covered during various remodel- 

and is only now being rediscovered and uncovered. 

Currently one of the main backers and initiators of the Me -ccl ., :p, t Square 

movement, The Hawaii Shopping Center Corporation, has their main office on 

the second kloor of the building and 1  upgrading the building to its previous 

level. 

The building is in excellent condition and reelving above standard 

maintenance. 

* adorned at the cone .;:by a carved baroqe medallion. 
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Royal Saloon 
14 Merchant Street 
1890 

The one story brick building is t1“2 only 	 aloons in the arca 

which catered to Honolulu's active port. It was 	by W. C. Peacock, who 

later M.l 	 Moana Hotel in Waikiki. 

Fol y 
	

building lay doirint, its (:aaracter hiddn be - 	layers 

of drab paint. Recently taken over and re-named the Royal Spaghetti House, 

the builaing has been brought back to life. Sensitive use of paint has trans-

formed 	once drab, seemingly nondescript building into an aesthetic contri- 

bution to Merehan Street. Arched door and window openings, brick columns 

supporting an c..m.ertal cornice and balistrsde are among the outstsndlug 

exterior 	aLures, 	interior has been :efurbished includi , an au. 

wooden bar ornately carved and decorated, furnishings of the period (random 

selection) and other decorations which recall the eati use of the building. 

Crrently, the building is in excellent condition and is receiving above 

standard mantenance. 
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Bishop Estate Buildf 
71-77 Merchan St.rect 
1896 

Originally, the two story structure was built to house the offices of 

the Bishop Estate C. R. Bishop Trust and Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum. 

The dark grey lava stong waT: f kn from the Ksmehameha quarries. The 

Merchant 	facade is an excellt 	r1Je of i , ginati.ve, decorative, 

'osonry with arced 	and window openings on the ground level, 

windows 	 four projected pilasters of stone Sup- 

porting an ornate parapet. A variety of textures and patterns decorate the 

upper portion of the wall giving the small structure a sense of solidity. 

Its fort37 --  like appearance ciea':es an illusion of the buildinbeing Urrger 

than it really is. The small building is a major contribution to e -f 

:trect. 

Currently, it is in excellent condition and receiving standard main-

tenance. 
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Mcicher Building 
51 Marchnot Stfeet 
1854 

7-: 	 ding, being the oldest existing building in downtown 

Honolulu, is of 	ctional historical and architectural value. 

Built to house the retail st_. , !-)lihrr- ci.t of !'elchcrs and Reiner, the two 

story structure was constrir.7 
	

the text 	of which has been 

lost uncle -5 -  layers of stucco E 	paint. The plan is a siiple rectangular with 

few cMbellishments or dacc .inLion. Windows on the Icower floor have been filled 

with brick and a "modern" aluminum store front entry has been If:posed an the 

Merchant Street 	. The upper floor double hung panel wide; are still 

operable, above which a simple cornicc and small paTap•t surround the 'building. 

The interior has been 	.tensively altered and nor,/ houses the City Prose- 

cutor 	ice. 

Currly the building appears to be in good structural condition and is 

receiving standard maiatence. 

With a more sympatht.ic occupant, the buildinc could once aaL:) be an 

_thetic as wel - historic contribution to Honolulu. 
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